
Dear Highland Park Families:
 
Welcome back to school! It’s been an exciting and adventurous start to the year.  The most exciting thing 
at Highland Park is definitely the new playground. It was finished first over Labor Day weekend just in 
time for the start of school. I’m sure it was your child’s highlight of the first day of school and that you’ve 
heard a lot about it. Seeing all the kids so thoroughly enjoying the new equipment was definitely the 
highlight of my first day as well.
 
Not quite finished for the first day were the new bathrooms, so students in the remodeled intermediate 
hall had the adventure of using the port-a-potties that were delivered here clean and sweet-smelling on 
Labor Day. Luckily, the new bathrooms passed inspection on Wednesday morning and students were 
able to use the new stalls. And speaking of the new stalls, our new bathroom is the first unisex bathroom 
in an elementary school in the district. Rather than students choosing to use the girls’ or boys’ bathroom, 
there are six unisex stalls at the end of the hall in an open space. Students can choose to use any vacant 
stall. The stall doors are full length so that you cannot see into the stall from the top or the bottom. (Don’t 
worry, I have a key if we ever need to use one). There are two sinks outside the stalls in plain view of the 
hall. So long, paper towels on the ceiling!
 
As far as the rest of the construction, the steel beams have finally risen above sea level for the new gym 
and so we have hopes of having a new gym by the end of December. The gym was originally supposed 
to have been completed in August. The date was then moved to the end of October, and now, 
unfortunately, it’s looking more like December. Our new physical education teacher, Daria Caldwell, is 
holding phy ed classes outside behind the portables while the weather is pleasant. We are working on 
plans for when the weather turns not so pleasant and will update you next month.
 
If your child would like be part of the Highland Park band, we are offering all fourth and fifth graders the 
opportunity to play an instrument in the band. The school has flutes, clarinets, saxophones, trumpets, 
trombones, and percussion bells and sticks to loan to students if your child would like to explore 
instrumental music. The band meets after school on Monday and Wednesday from 4:00-5:45. There is no 
other EDL (extended day learning) this year due to construction and lack of space. Band registration 
forms will be sent home on Thursday, September 14. Ms Yu will continue Lego League on Mondays and 
Wednesdays as well. If your child is interested in Lego League, please email Ms Yu at 
donna.yu@spps.org. Bus service home is available for both band and Lego League.
 
Thank you again for being understanding of our changes to parent drop-off and pick-up. It’s very 
important that parents use Montreal Avenue to drop off students between 9:05 and 9:20, and pick up 
students on Montreal Avenue between 4:00 and 4:15. It’s the safest and most accessible zone for 
students, parents, and staff.
 
Thank you for all your support!
Sincerely,
Nancy Flynn

September 2017 GlobeCalendar of Events

Address:  1700 Saunders Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116  Phone:  651-293-8770  Fax:  651-293-8983

Sept.
11   PTA Meeting 6-7:30 PM in the 

former Library, Rm 1303 Childcare 
in the Cafeteria
 

Oct.
 9   Title 1 Meeting at 5:30 PM in 
Rm 1303
 
 9   PTA Meeting 6-7:30 PM in the 
former Library, Rm 1303 Childcare 
in the Cafeteria
 
12   Fall Festival & Flu Shot Clinic, 
5:30 PM, at Highland Park Rec 
Center, 1978 Ford Parkway
 
13  SCHOOL PICTURE DAY!
 
19-20 NO SCHOOL 
MEA-Minnesota State Teacher 
Meetings
 
27  NO SCHOOL - Conference 
Prep Day
 
Nov.
9    PICTURE RETAKE DAY!
 
13   PTA Meeting 6-7:30 PM in the 
former Library, Rm 1303 Childcare 
in the Cafeteria
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Welcome to a new school year at Highland Park Elementary! Families and friends of Highland Park Elementary, 
our PTA needs you!  We, the PTA board, would LOVE to see some new faces at monthly meetings—we want new 
ideas, opinions and energy. Our meetings are a great place to learn more about the school, help make decisions 
for family events and fundraising, and get to know other families.
 
Our events this year will be tweaked due to construction, but we still plan on organizing fun family events for the 
HPE community.  Our first event will be our Fall Festival, formally the Fall Carnival.  We reserved the Highland 
Park Community Rec Center to hold our fall event.  The Fall Festival will be October 12 th  at 5:30 PM - we’d love 
your help to plan activities for the event and hope to see you there!
 
HPE PTA fundraising may look a little different due to construction, but we still need your financial support to 
continue to fund classroom materials, field trips, artists in residence and more.  More info on fall fundraising will be 
coming your way soon!
 
Warmly,
 
Tarah Koch, President, Angie Sherwood, Secretary, & Jennie Hoglund, Treasurer
Highlandparkel.pta@gmail.com
 
PTA MEETINGS: 6-7:30pm in the former library. Free childcare is available in the cafeteria. Meeting dates are 
9/11; 10/9; 11/13; 12/11; 1/8; 2/12; 3/12; 4/16; 5/7; and 6/4.
 

 
iUpdate CAMPUS Portal Login Information

Reminder:

This year the St. Paul Public School district emailed all primary 
households your guardian User ID and password so that all 
parents/guardians would be able to log in to Campus Portal 
and update your household contact information, complete 
required forms and documents & register for EDL (Extended 
Day for Learning) afterschool programs.  

If you have not done this, please do this as soon as possible by 
going to:

spps.org/onestop
Your User name starts with a g and is followed by 6 numbers 
(ex. gXXXXXX).  Once you are logged in, click Fall iUpdate in 
the lower left hand corner.  If you cannot remember your User 
name or password, please call the school office at 
651-293-8770.  If you are having technical difficulties, contact 
the Office of Teaching & Learning at 651-744-5145.  

Free & Reduced Lunch Form applications

Application forms are online at:
https://mealapp.spps.org

This is a quick, easy way to update the lunch forms that we 
request every year.  If you have questions about this form, you 
can call Nutrition Services at 651-603-4950.

Please return the 
signed Bus 

Contract as soon 
as possible!
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Library News
Yes, we do have a library this year. It will be a flexible 
system during the construction. Students will be able 
to check out books. We have a great selection of 
books for students to choose. Check outs will begin 
soon. Kindergarten students are able to check out 
one book at a time, all other grades will have a 
chance to have two books, for a period of two weeks. 
Students will receive reminders about overdue books. 
Please help keep books clean and dry - no food or 
liquids near our books, keep pets and little siblings 
away from books, no coloring or marking in the 
books.

Read, read, read. Read with your child, to your child, 
beside your child. Read as a family. Have your child 
read to pets, grandparents, siblings, stuffed animals. 
It all makes a difference.

Susan Watson, Highland Park Elem. Library
susan.watson@spps.org

EDL Afterschool 
Program for 2017

Highland Park Elementary School only has space for 4th and 
5th Grade students who will be in either Band or Lego League.  
Unfortunately, due to construction we will not have space for any 
other grade levels.  

If you have students in any other grade and expressed interest 
in EDL when you did the iUpdate Application, we ARE NOT 
HAVING EDL for any other grades.  If you have any questions, 
please call the school office at 651-293-8770.

We are offering all fourth and fifth graders the opportunity to play 
an instrument in the band. The school has flutes, clarinets, 
saxophones, trumpets, trombones, and percussion bells and 
sticks to loan to students if your child would like to explore 
instrumental music. The band meets after school on Monday 
and Wednesday from 4:00-5:45. Band registration forms will be 
sent home by Friday, September 15. 

Ms Yu will continue Lego League on Mondays and Wednesdays 
as well. Lego league teams are limited to 10 members.  
Currently HPE is planning to have one team.   If more than 10 
students are interested in Lego League and a volunteer coach is 
available, a second team will be formed.  Ms. Yu will be talking 
to all fourth and fifth graders about the program and letting them 
know what they need to do if they want to apply to be part of the 
team.   Priority will be given to students who were on the team 
last year. 

FALL FUNDRAISING 
INFO.

HPE PTA fundraising may look a little different due 
to construction, but we still need your financial 
support to continue to fund classroom materials, 
field trips, artists in residence and more.  Fall 
fundraising dates (Clubs Choice, Equal Exchange, & 
Chinook book) kick off 9/20.  Packets will be due for 
all fundraisers 10/4.  Orders will be available for 
pickup 11/9. More info on fall fundraising will be 
coming your way soon!

Mark your Calendars:
Wednesday,  September 20 kick off
Wednesday,  October 4 packets & money due back to school.
Thursday,  November 9 order delivery.  

IMPORTANT BUS INFORMATION

MySPPS App
Stay up to date on what’s happening in 
Saint Paul Public Schools with the new 
MySPPS app.  Follow your school’s news, 
school bus status, view sports 
schedules, and much more.  Just search 
“MySPPS” and download the new 
MySPPS app from Google Play and the 
Apple App Store.

If after you’ve checked this, you are still 
looking for your child’s school bus, the 
phone number for SPPS Transportation 
Dept. is 651-696-9600.  
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Hello HPE Families,
 
I hope the new school year is off to a great start for your family and that your students are adjusting well to their new grade, 
teachers and classmates. 
 
As the Parent Liaison, each month in this newsletter I will highlight and give a brief description of upcoming parent involvement 
events and activities.  Please consider participating in as many of these opportunities as possible.  I will also use this section of 
the newsletter to share other important information with families.
 
·   Title 1 Meeting – Monday, October 9 at 5:30 p.m. in Room #1303  Attend this meeting to learn more about the Title 1 
program and how these funds are used to support student achievement at HPE.
 
·   Fall Festival and Flu Shot Clinic – Thursday, October 12, 5:30-7:30 pm at Highland Park Community Center  Join the 
PTA and other HPE families for family friendly activities.  This is a fun community building event you won’t want to miss!  Flu 
shots will also be available for anyone ages 6 months and older.  Families with health insurance must bring their insurance 
cards.  Families without health insurance will receive vaccinations at no cost.
 
·   Fall Picture Day – Friday, October 13  Watch for order forms and more information about how to order picture 
packages that will be sent out soon. 

 
Our school calendar of events will be distributed soon.  The calendar will include our September through December no-school 
dates and events as well as no-school dates for January through June.  An updated calendar with events for the remainder of 
the school year will be issued in January once our gym is completed and we can commit to events for the second semester. 
 
Please let me know is there is anything I can do to ensure a successful school year for your student(s).
 
Kara Kipfmueller, Parent Liaison
kara.kipfmueller@spps.org


